
MLA
Formatting and Style Guide



General Format

▪ Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font (e.g.,
Times New Roman). Whatever font you choose, MLA recommends
that the regular and italics type styles contrast enough that they are
recognizable one from another. The font size should be 12 pt.

▪ Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides.

▪ Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin.
MLA recommends that you use the Tab key as opposed to pushing
the Space Bar five times.

▪ Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper
right-hand corner, one-half inch from the top and flush with the right
margin

▪ Use italics throughout your essay for the titles of longer works and,
only when absolutely necessary, providing emphasis.



Formatting the First Page of Your Paper

▪ Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested.

▪ Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last
name, followed by a space with a page number; number all pages
consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-half inch from
the top and flush with the right margin.



Sample of the first page of a paper in 
MLA style



In-text citations: Author-page style

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This
means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from
which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text,
and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page.



The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in
parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page
number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of
your sentence.

For example:

▪ Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a
"spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263).

▪ Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).



In-text citations for print sources by a 
corporate author

When a source has a corporate author, it is acceptable to use the
name of the corporation followed by the page number for the in-text
citation.



In-text Citations for Print Sources with 
No Known Author

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the
work instead of an author name. Place the title in quotation marks if
it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer work
(e.g., plays, books, television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a
page number.

For example

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely
because this region has "more readily accessible climatic data and
more comprehensive programs to monitor and study
environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global Warming" 6).



Author-page citation for classic and 
literary works with multiple editions

▪ Page numbers are always required, but additional citation
information can help literary scholars, who may have a different
edition of a classic work like Marx and Engels's The Communist
Manifesto.

▪ In such cases, give the page number of your edition (making sure
the edition is listed in your Works Cited page, of course) followed
by a semicolon, and then the appropriate abbreviations for
volume (vol.), book (bk.), part (pt.), chapter (ch.), section (sec.), or
paragraph (par.).

For example:

• Marx and Engels described human history as marked by class
struggles (79; ch. 1).



Citing authors with same last names

For instance, if two or more authors have the same last name,
provide both authors' first initials (or even the authors' full name if
different authors share initials) in your citation.

• For example:

Although some medical ethicists claim that cloning will lead to
designer children (R. Miller 12), others note that the advantages
for medical research outweigh this consideration (A. Miller 46).



Citing a Work by Multiple Authors

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names
in the text or in the parenthetical citation:

Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun control is not
needed in the United States (76).

The authors state "Tighter gun control in the United States erodes
Second Amendment rights" (Smith, Yang, and Moore 76).



▪ For a source with more than three authors, use the work's
bibliographic information as a guide for your citation. Provide the
first author's last name followed by et al. or list all the last names

▪ Jones et al. counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by noting
that the current spike in gun violence in America compels law
makers to adjust gun laws (4)

Or

▪ Legal experts counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argument by
noting that the current spike in gun violence in America compels
law makers to adjust gun laws (Jones et al. 4).



Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

• If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a
shortened title for the particular work from which you are quoting
to distinguish it from the others. Put short titles of books in italics
and short titles of articles in quotation marks.

Citing two articles by the same author:

• Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small
children ("Too Soon" 38), though he has acknowledged elsewhere
that early exposure to computer games does lead to better small
motor skill development in a child's second and third year ("Hand-
Eye Development" 17).



Citing Indirect Sources

An indirect source is a source cited in another source. For such
indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually
consulted.

For example:

▪ Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social
service centers, and they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman
259).



Citing non-print or sources from the 
Internet

▪ Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited
entry that corresponds to the citation (e.g., author name, article
name, website name, film name).

▪ You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers
based on your Web browser’s print preview function.

▪ Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in
order to get the reader to the appropriate entry, do not include
URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name of
the site includes, for example, a domain name,
like CNN.com orForbes.com as opposed to writing out
http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com.



When a citation is not needed

▪ Common sense and ethics should determine your need for
documenting sources. You do not need to give sources for familiar
proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge.

▪ Remember, this is a rhetorical choice, based on audience.

▪ If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for
example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes
common knowledge.



MLA Formatting Quotations

When you directly quote the works of others in your paper, you will
format quotations differently depending on their length. Please note
that all pages in MLA should be double-spaced.



Short quotations

▪ To indicate short quotations (fewer than four typed lines of prose
or three lines of verse) in your text, enclose the quotation within
double quotation marks.

▪ Provide the author and specific page citation (in the case of verse,
provide line numbers) in the text, and include a complete
reference on the Works Cited page.

▪ Punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons
should appear after the parenthetical citation.

▪ Question marks and exclamation points should appear within the
quotation marks if they are a part of the quoted passage but after
the parenthetical citation if they are a part of your text.



Example

▪ According to some, dreams express "profound aspects of
personality" (Foulkes 184), though others disagree.

▪ According to Foulkes's study, dreams may express "profound
aspects of personality" (184).



Short Quotations

When short (fewer than three lines of verse) quotations from poetry,
mark breaks in short quotations of verse with a slash, ( / ), at the end
of each line of verse (a space should precede and follow the slash).

▪ Cullen concludes, "Of all the things that happened there / That's
all I remember" (11-12).



Long Quotations

▪ For quotations that are more than four lines of prose or three lines
of verse, place quotations in a free-standing block of text and omit
quotation marks.

▪ Start the quotation on a new line, with the entire quote
indented one inch from the left margin; maintain double-spacing.
Only indent the first line of the quotation by an additional quarter
inch if you are citing multiple paragraphs.

▪ Your parenthetical citation should come after the closing
punctuation mark. When quoting verse, maintain original line
breaks. (You should maintain double-spacing throughout your
essay.)

▪ When citing long sections (more than three lines) of poetry, keep
formatting as close to the original as possible.



MLA Works Cited Page: Basic Format

According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the
end of your research paper. All entries in the Works Cited page must
correspond to the works cited in your main text.



Basic rules

▪ Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of
your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins
and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper.

▪ Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works
Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works
Cited at the top of the page.

▪ Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between
entries.

▪ Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches
to create a hanging indent.

▪ List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer
to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list
the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50.



▪ For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication.
Most entries will likely be listed as Print or Web sources, but other
possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD.

▪ Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries.
However, if your instructor or publisher insists on them, include
them in angle brackets after the entry and end with a period. For
long URLs, break lines only at slashes.

▪ If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued
in print form but that you retrieved from an online database, you
should type the online database name in italics. You do not need
to provide subscription information in addition to the database
name.



Capitalization and Punctuation

▪ Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not
capitalize articles (the, an), prepositions, or conjunctions unless
one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the Wind,
The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.

▪ Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books,
magazines) and quotation marks for titles of shorter works
(poems, articles)



Listing Author Names

Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for
entire edited collections, editor names). Author names are written
last name first; middle names or middle initials follow the first name:

▪ Burke, Kenneth

▪ Levy, David M.

▪ Wallace, David Foster

▪ Do not list titles (Dr., Sir, Saint, etc.) or degrees (PhD, MA, DDS,
etc.) with names.



Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York:

Penguin, 1987. Print.

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver:
MacMurray, 1999. Print.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/6/



Article in a Magazine

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in
quotations marks, and italicizing the periodical title. Follow with the
date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic
format is as follows:

▪ Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year:
pages. Medium of publication.

▪ Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov.
2000: 70-71. Print.



Article in a Newspaper

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article but note
the different pagination in a newspaper.

If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early
and late edition of a newspaper), identify the edition following the
date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.).

▪ Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured
Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: LZ01. Print.



MLA Works Cited: Electronic Sources 
(Web Publications)

MLA lists electronic sources as Web Publications.

Thus, when including the medium of publication for electronic

sources, list the medium as Web.



Book with More Than One Author

The first given name appears in last name, first name format;
subsequent author names appear in first name last name format.

▪ Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to
Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print.



Two or More Books by the Same Author

List works alphabetically by title. (Remember to ignore articles
like A, An, and The.) Provide the author’s name in last name,
first name format for the first entry only. For each subsequent
entry by the same author, use three hyphens and a period.

▪ Palmer, William J. Dickens and New Historicism. New York:
St. Martin's, 1997. Print.

▪ ---. The Films of the Eighties: A Social History. Carbondale:
Southern Illinois UP, 1993. Print.



Book by a Corporate Author or 
Organization

A corporate author may include a commission, a committee, or a
group that does not identify individual members on the title page.
List the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s
name typically appears at the beginning of the entry

▪ American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. New York:
Random, 1998. Print



Book with No Author

List by title of the book. Incorporate these entries alphabetically just
as you would with works that include an author name. For example,
the following entry might appear between entries of works written
by Dean, Shaun and Forsythe, Jonathan.

▪ Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print



A Translated Book

Cite as you would any other book. Add "Trans."—the abbreviation for
translated by—and follow with the name(s) of the translator(s).

▪ Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in
the Age of Reason. Trans. Richard Howard. New York: Vintage-
Random House, 1988. Print.



A Page on a Web Site

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known,
followed by the information covered above for entire Web sites.
Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no
publishing date is given.

▪ "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, n.d. Web.
24 Feb. 2009.



An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, 

or Photograph)

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the
date of creation, the institution and city where the work is
housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the
Website in italics, the medium of publication, and the
date of access.

▪ Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo
Nacional del Prado, Madrid. Museo National del Prado.
Web. 22 May 2006.

▪ Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of
Modern Art, New York.The Artchive. Web. 22 May 2006.



A Tweet

▪ Begin with the user's name (Last Name, First Name)
followed by his/her Twitter username in parentheses.

▪ Insert a period outside the parentheses.
▪ Next, place the tweet in its entirety in quotations, inserting a

period after the tweet within the quotations.
▪ Include the date and time of posting, using the reader's

time zone; separate the date and time with a comma and
end with a period. Include the word "Tweet" afterwards and
end with a period.

For example

Brokaw, Tom (tombrokaw). "SC demonstrated why all the
debates are the engines of this campaign." 22 Jan. 2012, 3:06
a.m. Tweet.



YouTube Videos

The MLA does not currently prescribe a citation style
for YouTube videos. Based on MLA standards for other media
formats, we feel that the following format is the most acceptable for
citing YouTube videos:

▪ Author’s Name or Poster’s Username.
▪ “Title of Image or Video.”
▪ Media Type
▪ Name of Website. 
▪ Name of Website’s Publisher, date of posting. Medium. date 

retrieved.

Here is an example of what that looks like:

Shimabukuro, Jake. "Ukulele Weeps by Jake Shimabukuro." 
Online video clip.
YouTube. YouTube, 22 Apr. 2006. Web. 9 Sept. 2010.



An Interview

▪ Interviews typically fall into two categories: print or broadcast
published and unpublished (personal) interviews, although
interviews may also appear in other, similar formats such as in e-
mail format or as a Web document.

Personal Interviews

▪ Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct
yourself. List the interview by the name of the interviewee. Include
the descriptor Personal interview and the date of the interview.

▪ Smith, Jane. Personal interview. 19 May 2014.



Published Interviews (Print or Broadcast)

▪ List the interview by the name of the interviewee. If the name of
the interview is part of a larger work like a book, a television
program, or a film series, place the title of the interview in
quotation marks. Place the title of the larger work in italics. If the
interview appears as an independent title, italicize it. Determine
the medium of publication (e.g., print, Web, DVD) and fill in the
rest of the entry with the information required by that medium. For
books, include the author or editor name after the book title.

▪ Gaitskill, Mary. Interview with Charles Bock. Mississippi
Review 27.3 (1999): 129-50. Print.

▪ Amis, Kingsley. “Mimic and Moralist.” Interviews with Britain’s
Angry Young Men. By Dale Salwak. San Bernardino: Borgo, 1984.
Print.


